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Exercise E: Downloading Data 
Project Leaders can download the data in the AKN Project at any time, no matter what Sharing 

Level it is assigned to. Data downloaded from Project Downloader includes the full dataset, not 

the smoothed data that is stored in the warehouse, so it will include all extended fields, original 

distance bins, etc. 

If you have Project Leader access, you may use the Project Downloader application to retrieve 

data. This application allows a user to download data from multiple projects at a time, in 

separate files. These data will include all fields described in the sampling protocols used. 

1) Navigate to the Project Downloader application and log in if needed. You can find a link on 

the DoD AKN portal (www.dodakn.org) under the “Manage Data” tab. Scroll down to 

“Discover Data” and select “Raw Data Download”. 

2) On the left-hand side, select the blue triangle icon next to the project you would like to 

download data for. You can continue clicking blue triangle icons to further expand the 

Sampling Unit tree. 

3) Click the boxes next to the Sampling Units you would like to download data for. Clicking a 

box of an overarching Sampling Unit (e.g. a Study Area) will automatically select all of the 

sampling units nested below it. 

4) Under “Observation data”, select the type(s) of data you would like to download (e.g. Point 

count observations, Area search observations). Under “Date filter”, you can specify dates 

(year-month-day) to filter by or leave these boxes blank for all records. 

5) Scroll down to the bottom and click the blue “Download” button. 
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Now, compare the data file you just downloaded to the data you can download in the data 

downloader: 

1) Navigate to the Data Downloader application and log in if needed. You can find a link on the 

DoD AKN portal (www.dodakn.org) under the “Manage Data” tab. Scroll down to “Discover 

Data” and click on “Public Data Download”. 

2) Select the observation type (e.g. Point Count or Area Search) from the tabs under “Data 

Observation Types”. Then, filter for the data you wish to download. You’ll notice that you 

have several options: 

a) Protocols—if you know the AKN sampling protocol(s) that are relevant to your 

download. If not relevant, select “All Protocols”.  For this exercise, try selecting the 

protocol “5m50_100MFly”. 

b) Date Range—You can either filter by a date range or select “All Dates”. 

c) Species—You can select one or more species (select multiple species by holding Ctrl 

and clicking on each species name). 

d) Regions—To filter by region, first select a region type (for example, US States). Then 

select the region(s) to filter by. Select multiple regions by holding Ctrl and clicking on 

each region name. 

e) Project—You have the option to download data from all the projects you are a project 

leader on, plus data from other projects that are set to Sharing Level 5. You can select 

one or more projects to download data from with this filter. 

Note that narrowing your search using one or more filters is recommended to decrease the 

amount of time needed to create a download file in the next step. 
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3) After selecting some filters, click “Search” and then “Download” to download a CSV of the 

filtered data. 

 

4) Look at the observation time fields and the distance fields in both datasets.  How are they 

different? Data downloaded from the Data Downloader is Warehouse data, which means 

that it has been “smoothed” so that data from different protocols can be used in the same 

analysis. In contrast, you’ll notice that the data you download from Project Downloader is the 

Project Database data, and will look exactly how you entered it. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


